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JOHN C. DORISS, D.C.
vs.

Decision 85-3

OLD KING'S HIGHWAY REGIONAL HISTORIC
DISTRICT COMMITTEE FOR THE TOWN OF
BARNSTABLE
On Wednesday, April 24, 1985, the Commission held a hearing
on an appeal filed by John C. Doriss seeking review of a
decision by the Barnstable Historic District Committee which
disapproved the construction of a "barn like" office building
addition that was to be located in West Barnstable.
Present were: Mr. Sutton, Sandwich; Mr. Mac Swan, Barnstable;
Mr. Nickerson, Yarmouth: Mr. Hangar, Dennis; Mr. Wilson,
Commission Counsel; and Dr. Doriss, applicant.
The decision of the Barnstable Committee was filed with the
Town Clerk on March 27, 1985 and the Appeal entered with the
Commission on April 5, 1985, within the ten day appeal period.
All members of the Commission indicated that they were familiar
with the site. Plans and a model of the proposed addition were
presented to the Commission.
The applicant addressed the Commission and stated that he felt
the Committee erred in disapproving his proposed structure
which he felt was compatible and similar to other structures
in the neighborhood. He offered photographs of barns and
other buildings nearby, suggesting that his proposed building
would be compatible with the roof lines and over all style that
eXIsted' in the neighborhood. He further pointed out that the
clear storey that was to be constructed on the peak of the roof
would serve a valuable functional purpose in reducing heat
buildup in the building.
Mr. Mac Swan stated that his Committee disapproved the plan
because they felt the building lacked unity of design and
was in competition with itself. He read to the Commissioners
the letter of March 26, 1985 which set forth the reasons for
denial that were given by his Committee.
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After reviewing the model, plans, photographs and other

related information, the Commission makes the following
determination:
1.
The Barnstable Committee erred in its general
disapproval of the over all style and design, including
the concept of a clear storey and the cupolas that were
proposed by the applicant.

2.
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That with proper modification such a reduction
half to two feet at the height of the clear
more coordinated treatment of doors and windows,
additions would probably be appropriate under
District Act.

Therefore, the decision of the Barnstable Committee is
annulled and the matter is remanded to the local committee
for further review and action in accordance with this
decision.
Any person aggrieved by this decision may file an appeal
with the Barnstable Distric~ Court within twenty days of the
filing of this d~cision with the Town Clerk.
Respectfully submitted,

~~~
George Sutton
Chairman

